Chairperson-in-Office, the Greek Foreign Minister Bakoyannis, stated that ministers 'agreed on the need for an open, sustained, wide-ranging and inclusive dialogue on security and concurred that the OSCE is a natural forum to anchor this dialogue' 4 and tasked her 'Permanent Representative in Vienna to explore with all participating States ways for a more structured dialogue' (ibid.). During the months that followed, the Greek Chair organized a series of discussion meetings at ambassadorial level that covered the whole range of the OSCE's agenda from common norms and principles to arms control, transnational threats, conflict resolution, the human as well as the economic and environmental dimensions. The intention of the Western States was to initiate a discussion on the future of European security, and at the same time to create a political space where the proposal of the Russian President Dmitry Medvedev for a European Security Treaty could be discussed without committing Western States too early to certain results or a binding negotiating format. Therefore, the OSCE was an obvious choice as a discussion platform.
For a number of reasons, Russia has never felt particularly satisfied with the whole construction of the Corfu Process. There are some indications that Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov tried to torpedo it at the Athens MC meeting, obviously without success. The basic reason for Russia's discomfort is that it is the OSCE that has been chosen as the arena for the discussion on the future of European security. This organization is characterized by its comprehensive security approach including 
